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B INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Greek Hippocampus Institute set up to
study seahorses

There are 47 species of the seahorse, the extraordinary and charismatic marine creature in the scien-
tific genus, Hippocampus. In Greek, hippos is “horse” and kampos is “sea monster”.

Over the past decade, 14 International Union for Conservation  phenomenon through many publica-
additional species have been  of Nature (IUCN), since 1996 tions. All this resulted in the creation
discovered. However, identifying  Since 2003, seahorses have been of the marine research centre specif-
them is always a challenge as categorized as “Data Deficient” ically for the monitoring and protec-
seahorses have the ability to worldwide, with the exception of the  tion of the seahorse

change their colour and shape Mediterranean species which was : .

in order to blend in with their re-classified as “Near Threatened” mﬁ;mzz;gz,ﬁ?gf&? ,:':g
environments. in 2016. Greece has signed four population of seahorses in Stratoni
Now, in Greece, the will benefit the whole area
Hippocampus Marine by creating an underwater

“theme park” focused on this
mythical, dragon-like under-
water species

Institute, has been set

up mainly to study and
protect seahorses. Vasilis
Mentogiannis, a founder of
the Institute, explains. The technical challenge
One of the biggest difficulties
was in scientifically proving
and documenting the seahorse
populations. We had to cover

a lavan vmdaviinnrow avan and

In November 2007, a group of
the Marine Antiquities Ephorate
diving crew visited Stratoni to
insnert an undenoater harhaur

Avagopd via 1o |IEl aTo Treplodikd DIVE
PACIFIC, New Zealand’s Dive Magazine

© 10 February 2020 09:00
O Avtirpoedpog A.X. Tou IEl - Immékapmog Evahio IvoTitoUto k. Baciing Mevidyiavvng shares how the HMI's setup up to
study seahorses with the DIVE PACIFIC, the New Zealand's Dive Magazine.

The Hippocampus Marine Institute give answers why conduct research in Stratoni, Halkidiki and how rare are the
seahorses that have been encountered.

Special thanks to Divesoft. The HM! is so grateful for Divesoft's support with superior quality specialized diving equipment!
Download the article

Categories: Press, Néa
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The Hippocampus Marine Institute’s
special focus positively influences the
Greek Marine Ecosystem

ere w47 species of the seaboose, the
orardirary and arbmase marine
creutiae within the wientific genus,

Fiippocampus (in Groek, Mpper s “home”™ and
Avwper s “scn momwer”).
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Avapopd via 1o |[El oTto TrepIodikd DIVE LOG,
Australia’s Premier Scuba Dive Magazine

® 1 February 2020 09:00
O Avmirpoedpog A 2. Tou IEI — Immrékaptrog Evahio IveTitouTo k. Baciing Mevidyiavvng poipadetal Tig UTIEpUETPEG
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(paper): Assessing population density and habitat use of Hippocampus species in a semi
closed northeastern Mediterranean marine area (Stratoni, north Aegean Sea)

Correiaa,b,*, M., Paulo, D.a, Samara, E.c, Koulouri P. d , Mentogiannis, V.c and Dounas, C.d
a CCMAR, Universidade do Algarve, FCT, Campus de Gambelas, Fat8988a5tugal.

b Project Seahorse, Fisheries Centre, The University of British Columbia, 2202 Main Mall,
Vancouver, British Columbia V6T 124, Canada.

¢ Hippocampus Marine Institute, Hitos 24, Gerakas, Attilq 15344¢ Greece.

d Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, Institute of Marine Biology, Biotechnology and
Aquaculture, Gournes Pediados, P.O. Box 2214, 71003, Heraklion, Crete, Greece.
*Corresponding author: tel +351 289 800900; fax: +351 289 818353mal:

mtcorreia@ualg.pt
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Field studies of seahorse population density, structure and
habitat use in a semi-closed north-eastern Mediterranean
marine area (Stratoni, North Aegean Sea)
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Abstract

The present study was carried out in the marine area of Stratoni, Greece, where two o (]
seahorse species are present (Hippocampus hippocampus and Hippocampus guttulatus). Related Information
Two surveys were conducted (September 2016 and May 2019) to gather information
regarding seahorse species' abundance, distribution and habitat characteristics. Four Metrics
different seahorse natural and artificial habitat types were identified. The results

revealed that the presence of H. hippocampus was relatively high, especially at sites with (@)
artificial structures, whereas the presence of H. guttulatus was rare. Data collected can
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